MCAA Advocacy Fund
Criteria for Third Party Disbursement Requests
Purpose

This document explains the procedures for making requests of the MCAA Advocacy Fund and the process MCAA will follow to make a determination.  Failure to follow the instructions below will result in the request being denied or returned for additional information.  Please read the entire document prior to submitting a request.  If you have any questions please call MCAA Director of Government Affairs Shawn Swearingen at 202 207-1114.   

Advocacy Fund Overview

The MCAA Advocacy Fund has been designed to provide financial support for the lobbying, legal, and public relations activities of the same-day delivery industry. The Advocacy Fund is separate and restricted from the general operating fund of the MCAA. The Advocacy Fund will only be utilized in cases that advance the interests of the same-day delivery industry as opposed to those of individual companies. The Advocacy Fund will not be used to support any civil actions brought against an individual company or group of companies which is not the direct result of either state or federal government enforcement activities or which do not have a direct connection to the larger industry. 
Advocacy Funding Request Steps and Approval Process
Step One: Any person or organization requesting money from the MCAA Advocacy Fund must submit in writing or electronic communication to the MCAA Government Affairs Director a document outlining the following information:
(1) The purpose for which it is intended 
(2) An estimated likelihood of the desired outcome.

(3) Specific amount being requested and over what time frame.

(4) Any vendor such as law firm or lobbying firm that is the intended recipient of the funding.
(5) Any other sources of funding for the project/issue that have been identified or will be pursued by the requester.
(6) Description of how funding this project will advance the general interests of the same-day delivery industry (as opposed to individual contributors). If request is extending prior disbursement, give example of how funds were used effectively in the past (such as successful lobbying efforts).
Step Two: The MCAA Government Affairs Director will forward the funding request to the Government Affairs Committee Chairman for a determination on whether the request fits within the spirit and goals of the Advocacy Fund.
Step Three: All funding requests determined to meet the goals of the Advocacy Fund are to be presented to the MCAA Government Affairs Steering Committee for review and recommendation. The Government Affairs Steering Committee will review the request and make a recommendation to the MCAA Board of Directors. The requesting party may be asked to participate at this time and provide additional information. 
Step Four: Funding requests accepted by the MCAA Government Affairs Committee are forwarded to the MCAA Executive Committee and/or Board of Directors for review and processing based on the Advocacy Fund distribution procedure and amount requested.
Advocacy Fund Distribution

All Advocacy Fund expenditures require approval of the MCAA Executive Committee. In addition, the distribution of one time expenditures in excess of $5,000 and any ongoing monthly expenses require full MCAA Board of Directors approval. The MCAA Board of Directors may approve each expense request via electronic communication or in person during their quarterly Board meetings. For a disbursement request totaling under $5,000, the MCAA Government Affairs Steering Committee will determine the approval of said request.
Advocacy Funding Request Examples

As stated in the minimum requirements, the Advocacy Fund will be used to advance the general interests of the same-day delivery industry with regard to government related legislative, legal, or regulatory activities at the federal level; state level issue requests will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. State association requests, such as those that ask for funds that will be directed toward lobbying in the state capitol or growing a grassroots effort to promote a legislative measure, will be considered. However, the Advocacy Fund will not support any civil actions brought against an individual company or group of companies which is not the direct result of either state or federal government enforcement activities such as misclassification cases. Requests that could not have been supported in the past include an individual’s case in Fair Labor Wage, Worker’s Compensation and Employee Discrimination disputes.
Examples of projects that have received past funding: 

· Lobbying services for federal lobbying effort
· Direct payment for state lobbyists that work directly for MCAA 

· Payment to state courier associations to help defray their lobbying expenses

· Legislative tracking service

· Contributions and dues payments to groups that support our policy positions (ie NFIB, IC Coalition) 
· Legal expenses related to industry wide litigation efforts 

· Payment of legal expenses in select court cases brought by the government against individual companies if precedential in nature  

· Certain public relations expenses related to promoting industry positions
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