SOME SPOTS STILL AVAILABLE FOR LAST MILE DELIVERY FORUM SEPTEMBER 30 TO OCTOBER 2

Annual MCAA Executive Roundtable to Feature Speakers on Issues Impacting Shippers and Service Providers Today and Tomorrow

WASHINGTON, D.C. Sept. 1, 2010 – One of America's leading political strategists, Charlie Black, will be one of the featured presenters at next month’s Last Mile Delivery Forum.  Some spots are still available for this two-day networking and educational event that runs from Thursday, September 30 to Saturday, October 2, 2010. 
Presented by the Messenger Courier Association (MCAA), the meeting -- which was formerly known as the Executive Roundtable Series -- is now called the Last Mile Delivery Forum.  It will be held at the Westin Diplomat Resort & Spa in Hollywood, Florida.  Black will speak on the last day of the forum, giving participants the benefit of his extensive political experience as he offers his perspective on how the upcoming election and new congress will affect participants’ businesses.

The Forum kicks off with a golf tournament and opening reception on Thursday, September 30.  Presentations begin Oct. 1.
Friday, Oct. 1

· What’s Your Company Really Worth? How Bankers, Investors and Buyers Evaluate Your Organization – This panel will share its views on the best ways to strengthen an organization to attract buyers and lenders and improve its overall valuation.  “If someone is thinking of selling, finding an investor or merely going to the bank for a loan, this panel will provide practical information,” says Larry Zogby, Committee Chair for the Last Mile Delivery Forum and MCAA Board Member.  It will include useful information about the process, expectations and ways to meet the key players in the acquisition and venture capital world who specialize in the last mile and transportation industry. 
Panelists:

· David Logan, Riverside Company 

· James L. Welch, President and Chief Executive Officer, Dynamex

· Representative, EVE Partners, LLC
· Building For The Future – This panel will address the changes in the last mile industry as it moves from the delivery of letters and small packages to larger items and more complex servicing needs. As organizations grow to accommodate these needs, their operations models and facilities, need to adapt.  This expert panel will cover critical issues such as commercial real estate issues such as understanding space requirements and lease negotiations.  It will also address issues involving equipment acquisition, risk management, IT and telecom challenges as well as facilities management and warehouse operations with a focus on building in flexibility to meet the ebb and flow of demand.

Panelists:

· Brian Kirsch,  Leapfrog

· Tom Garland,  NAI

· Peter Schlactus, KBS

· A Broader View of Outsourcing: Mixing Modes, Changing Business Models and Building Partnerships – This panel will help participants navigate business models that will allow them to capture new business and secure a role in a complex transportation matrix. Participants will learn about outsourcing, building partnerships and creating business models to secure their future.  They will learn how to successfully outsource resources to parcel, private fleet and LTL carriers as well as how to cultivate opportunities with 3PL companies, franchisors and other agent companies.

Panelists:

· New Breed Logistics, Inc.

· Oswald Insurance

· Lanter

· Pharmaceutical Delivery Best Practices – This presentation will cover MCAA’s new initiative on pharmaceutical delivery best practices.
Saturday, Oct. 2

· The Many Faces of Medical Transportation - This panel of medical shippers will review the unique operational and service requirements needed for medical transportation.  They will provide an update on recent healthcare reform that will affect these services.  This growing segment of the last mile industry is also one of the most demanding and regulated. The panel will include the intricacies and challenges of operating in such areas as home delivery, serving the needs of hospital and ambulatory care facilities and long-term care facilities as well as laboratory services and medical distribution.  “This panel discussion is for those who are already servicing this market as well as those considering expanding their current operations into medical delivery,” says Forum Chair Larry Zogby.  
Panelists:

· GlaxoSmithKline

· Select Express

· AirNet

· Allmed Express

· The Outlook for the November Elections - What will the upcoming elections and a new Congress mean for your business?  Political strategist Charlie Black will draw upon his extensive experience serving as a senior advisor on presidential and congressional political campaigns as he discusses the impact of the upcoming election on participants’ businesses.  Black is the Chairman of Prime Policy Group (formerly BKSH & Associates), the MCAA lobbying firm.  He is an inductee into the American Association of Political Consultants (AAPC) Hall of Fame.  Most recently, he served as the senior political advisor to Senator John McCain's 2008 presidential campaign.  Mr. Black is widely recognized as one of the nation’s leading Republican political strategists. He served as senior advisor to Presidents Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush. He was also a principal public spokesman for President Bush in the 1992 presidential campaign.  During 1990, Mr. Black served as chief spokesman for the Republican National Committee. He served on President George W. Bush’s 2000 and 2004 campaigns as a volunteer political advisor and surrogate spokesman.

· The Impact of MCAA’s Lobbying Team on Capitol Hill – “There has never been a more critical time to stay informed on the fast-changing political landscape in Washington, DC and in the states capitals.  This session will let participants know what we as an association are doing to protect their interests and how they can get involved in protecting their interests,” says Zogby.  This briefing, conducted by MCAA lobbyist Rich Meade, will cover the impact of expected legislation, regulation and legal issues on both the employee and independent contractor business models.  MCAA expects that harmful federal legislation will be introduced into the United States Congress again next year about these issues. 

· Expanding Your Business –This panel will provide access to major shippers who represent industry verticals currently spending over one billion dollars a year with last mile delivery providers.  They will help answer such questions as:   

· What does it take to be a preferred courier doing business and expanding market coverage?  

· How will the industry change over the next five years?
· What are the critical changes that service providers need to consider now to align with shippers’ future needs and maximize their growth opportunities.

Panelists:

· United Stationers (wholesale office products) 

· TBLC (national library systems) 

· OfficeMax (retail office products) 

There are still spots left for this meeting.  Meeting costs are: $650 for members and $850 for non-members before September 21.  After September 21, meeting costs are: $700 for members and $900 for non-members.  Pre-registration is advised, although some on-site spots may be available.  Rooms must be booked separately.   Registration to attend the meeting does not serve as a hotel confirmation.   For meeting registration and more information, go to www.mcaa.com or contact Tara McLaughlin at TMcLaughlin@kellencompany.com or 202-207-1131.  For hotel reservations, see http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/MCAA2010 or call 888-627-9057. 
About MCAA

The Messenger Courier Association of America (MCAA) is the voice of the expedited delivery industry.  Its members keep the wheels of commerce rolling in North America.  MCAA is the largest trade association in the expedited delivery industry providing time-critical deliveries to both expediters and shippers.  Since 1987, the MCAA has promoted and advanced the professionalism of the same-day delivery industry through education and advocacy.   For more information, see www.mcaa.com.
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